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The Forest Focus Spring 2017 

148 Years Ago, the U.S. Forest 
Landscape Was Forever Altered 

The year was 1869 and Ulysses 
S. Grant became President, the 
frst transcontinental railroad was 
completed, Jesse James committed 
his frst bank robbery and Rutgers 
defeated Princeton with a score of 6-4 
in the frst collegiate football game. 
In 1869, a French scientist’s insect 
experiment also went wrong. The U.S. 

forest landscape continues to feel the experiment’s impact today. 

In the 1860s, French scientist E. Leopold Trouvelot frst brought the gypsy 
moth (Lymantria dispar) to Bedford, Massachusetts. The gypsy moth was 
native to Europe, Asia and Northern Africa. Trouvelot hoped to breed the 
gypsy moth with the silk moth and create a new moth to begin a lucrative U.S. 
silk market. Trouvelot selected the gypsy moth because it ate a wide variety 
of leaves (we’ve experienced that!) and the country had an abundant food 
supply. His experiment failed because the gypsy moth and silk moth are not 
from the same family and cannot breed. Ultimately, history credits Trouvelot’s 
experiment with forestland destruction instead of silk. 

Unfortunately, the gypsy moth is likely here to stay, but fortunately, they can 
be controlled. Here are fve simple steps to manage your forestland for 
gypsy moth control. 

1. Walk Your Woodland – Between September and April, check your forest-
land for egg masses. Rule of Thumb – if your forestland has 400 or more new 
egg masses per acre, it will likely be defoliated. 

2. Consider Spraying Your Forestland – Determine the density of egg 
masses, the successional stage of your forest and the potential risk of not 
spraying. Can your forestland withstand one defoliation? 

3. Spray If Needed – Work with a professional sprayer and establish a plan of 
attack. Typically, spraying must occur from May to early June. 
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Forest Products Credit by AgChoice FC ofers a wide variety of 
loans, lines of credit, leases and letters of credit crafted 
specifcally for your industry.  Contact the Forest Products Credit 
Team at (800) 327-6878 or email coudersportinfo@agchoice.com 
today to discuss what we can do for you. 

4. No Spray – Check for Mortality – Inspect your forestland in late summer 
and determine if forest management options need prescribed. 

5. Continue to Monitor – Inspect your forestland each year. 

Many historically signifcant events occurred in 1869. However, Trouvelot’s 
gypsy moth escape in 1869 continues to have the most profound impact on 
U.S. forests. Landowners’ struggle with gypsy moth control and defoliation 
prevention remains 148 years later. 

Learn more about the gypsy moth history timeline in 
the United States. 

1869 – Gypsy moths escaped Trouvelot’s lab near his home in Bedford, Mass. 

1869 – 1870 – Trouvelot contacted local authorities and wrote articles about the need 
to eradicate the gypsy moth. No one took action. 

1882 – Trouvelot returned to France. Gypsy moths in the U.S. were still “under the radar.” 

1889 – The gypsy moth population exploded in Bedford, Mass. and an outbreak occurred. 
Nearly all vulnerable trees were defoliated. 

1890 – Public outcry resulted in a successful $50,000 investment in the total eradication of 
the gypsy moth. 

1900 – After a successful 10 years, program funding was cut for the eradication of gypsy moth. 

1920 – The gypsy moth population reestablished, and ofcials determined that eradication 
was not possible. Control became the new goal. 

1922 – Gypsy moths expanded from Massachusetts to surrounding states. 

1940s – Researchers discovered that DDT might be the “silver bullet” to eradicate gypsy moth. 

1957 – The federal government sprayed three million acres in Pennsylvania, New York 
and Michigan with DDT. The project halted because of ferce opposition to DDT’s 
environmental impact. 

1972 – The EPA banned the use of DDT. 

1981 – Gypsy moths had defoliated 12.9 million acres of forestland, to date. Researchers 
developed safer DDT alternatives to control the gypsy moth. Aerial spraying 
became a common method of combating gypsy moths. 

1992 – The Department of Agriculture created the Gypsy Moth Slow the Spread Foundation. 

2017 – Researchers determined that gypsy moths inhabit 18 states, the District of Columbia 
and Eastern Canada. Estimates show that gypsy moths annually cause $870+ 
million in damages on private and public forestland. 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Visit us at the 2017 PA Timber Show 

Friday, June 9, 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Saturday, June 10, 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

2710 West Pine Grove Road 
Pennsylvania Furnace, PA 16865 

Our booth is located in the AgChoice 
building on the corner of West 6th 
Street and Main Street. 
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